The Physical Setting
characteristic of this region, is perhaps associated in some
way with the process of gypsitisation. The shiny, nacreous
layer of the fresh shells seems to be destroyed almost at
once.
Deep inlets occasionally break the coast and provide
many convenient harbours for small craft, one of which,
at Port Sudan, has been developed with modern equip-
ment to suit the needs of great steamships* These inlets
are remarkable features of the coast. They often contain
very deep water and almost invariably they are at the
outlet of a stream draining from the hills. It has been
suggested that these inlets are the results of catastrophic
action involving breaking and the faulting down of parte
of the reef. The possibility of such faulting may be
supported by its association with movements which have
raised the coral reefs and which are relatively modern.
On the other hand, the association of these harbour inlets
with streams is significant and perhaps there is no need
to invoke fractures of the land at so many places along
both sides of the Red Sea coast. It is more likely that
the inlets were carved by streams at a period when the
sea stood at a lower level.
A very large part of the Central Sudan, as already
mentioned, is covered by deposits of either sand or clay,
laid down by the wind and, though the sand region is
distinct from the clay region, it is convenient to consider
them together* The constituents of both have been
brought by wind from the desert.
Granite, composed of quartz, felspar and mica, exposed
in the desert gradually breaks up. The quartz is tough
and forms sand grains which wear slowly but are not
readily broken up. The felspar and mica both have the
property of cleavage. They break easily in certain
directions of the crystals. !The consequence is that agents
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